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Each nuclear bomb test spreads an added burden of radioactive elements over every part of the world. Each added amount of radiation causes damage to the health of human beings all over the world and causes damage to the pool of human germ plasm such as to lead to an increase in the number of seriously defective children that will be born in future generations.
So long as these weapons are in the hands of only three powers an agreement for their control is feasible. If testing continues, and the possession of these weapons spread to additional governments, the danger of outbreak of a cataclysmic nuclear war through the reckless action of some irresponsible national leader will be greatly increased.
An international agreement to stop the testing of nuclear bombs now could serve as a first step toward a more general disarmament and the ultimate effective abolition of nuclear weapons, averting the possibility of a nuclear war that would be a catastrophe to all humanity.
We have in common with our fellow men a deep concern for the welfare of all human beings. As scientists we have knowledge of the dangers involved and therefore a special responsibility to make those dangers know. We deem it imperative that immediate action be taken to effect an international agreement to stop the testing of all nuclear weapons. In this critical period, when the Whole 0fmankind rightly fears for the future which is threatened with the great danger of an atomic war, scientific workers the world overbear an unusually great responsibility for the fate of human society. It was science which gave man atomic energy and it is therefore the moral duty of every honest scientific worker to fight so that the tremendous discoveries in the field of atomic research should not become the criminal *) Address; Rektor~t V~T, Zbrojnick~ 7, Kow Studia geoph, et geod. 2 (1958) T. Kolbenheyer weapon of irresponsible people to destroy mankind but should be a medium for further.technical and cultural development.
Linus
We Czechoslovak geophysicists and Scientific workers of all scientific fields therefore ascribe exceptional importance to the appeal of the twenty-seven leading American scientists with Linus Paul~ng at their head, in which these world-fam0us scientific workers appeal to the governments of all countries and nations of the world to come to an agreement as soon as possible on the immediate ending of tests with nuclear weapons of all kinds.
9 The appeal of the American scientists has come at a time when tests with weapons of mass destruction are being feverishly carried out, resulting in greater and greater contamination of the whole atmosphere with radioactive products of atomic explosions, 9 to such an extent that it will soon be not only dangerous to the health of those living but also the future generations.
There can be no doubt that tlm possibility of ending nuclear weapon tests exists, particularly as we have the necessary scientific means for exposing possiblesecret nuclear bomb explosions and thus an effective means of international control.
The most striking proof of the practical possibility of ending nuclear weapon tests, even under the conditions of the present tense international situation, was given by the Soviet Union in its decree of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR on March 31, 1958, on the unilateralsuspension of further tests of all kinds of atom and hydrogen weapons. The Czechoslovak people enthusiastically greeted this decision of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR, seeing in it an expression of the willingness and consistent good will to meet half-way all attempts at securing the happy future of all nations of the world. The great accord given by the Czechoslovak people to the decision of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR was expressed in the declaration of the National Assembly of the Czechoslovak Republic on April 15, 1958, in which this organ of our republic fully subscribes to the Soviet appeal, addressed to the Congress of the United States of America and the Parlament of Great Britain, to follow up the initiative of the Soviet Union and demand of their governments the ending of nuclear weapon tests.
Czechoslovak scientific workers unanimously support the peaceful policy of their government which has won the approval of the whole of progressive public opinion and which is exclusively a policy leading to universal deepening of international cooperation in the fields of culture and science as one of the most effective means for a better understanding among nations. These sincere efforts were concretized in the action of the Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences supporting the movement for the ending of nuclear weapon tests. The presidium of our highest scientific institution approved the statement in which Czechoslovak scientific workers raised their voice against the tests which threaten the security and health of all people throughout" the World, and of future generations, even though we live in peace. The appeal of the Czechoslovak scientific workers was sent to 54 foreign academies and scientific institutes and says inter alia: "Let us energetically protest, scientists Of all nations, while there is still time. As the first step we demand the immediate banning of all tests with atomic weapons of all kinds!"
We further want to participate actively in the fight not only for the suspension of nuclear weapon tests but also for the complete aversion of the danger of an atomic war which threatens all mankind and the culture of thousands of years with destruction. It was with sorrow and anger that we learnt that the
